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Contemporary Service - Third Sunday of Easter 

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Song - “I Am the Bread of Life” 
 
Verse 1 

I am the Bread of life.  

You who come to me shall not hunger 

and who believe in me shall not thirst 

No one can come to me 

Unless the Father beckons 

 

Chorus 

And I will raise you up 

And I will raise you up 

And I will raise you up on the last day. 

 

Verse 2 

The bread that I will give 

Is my flesh for the life of the world 

And if you eat of this bread 

You shall live forever 

You shall live forever 

 

Chorus 

 

Verse 3 

Unless you eat 

Of the flesh of the Son of Man 

And drink of his blood, 

And drink of His blood, 

You shall not have life within you. 

 

Chorus 

 

Verse 4 

I am the resurrection, I am the life 

If you believe in me 

Even though you die 

You shall live forever. 

 



Chorus 

 

Verse 5 

Yes, lord I believe 

That you are the Christ 

The son of God 

Who has come into the world. 

 

Chorus 
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Invocation and Opening Sentences 
 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

In Your presence there is fullness of joy; 

at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

I will extol You, O Lord, for You have drawn me up 

and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 

 

O Lord my God, I cried to You for help, and You have healed me. 

O Lord, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; You restored me to life from among those 
who go down to the pit. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

 “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so 

we are.” Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your own children, and we are to pray, 

praise, and give thanks to You. 

Yet we often choose not to see the love You have given to us, letting other things of this world 

impede our vision of Your mercy and grace in Christ. We do not always live as You have called 

us to be as Your children. 

 

We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that lead us away, turning back 
to You in the love You’ve shown. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 



Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord, 

we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as we have not followed 

You joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved others as You have first loved us, and our 

thoughts, words, and deeds have not been pleasing to You. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us 

to delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

 

Sing praises to the Lord, O you His saints, 

and give thanks to His holy name. 

 

For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime. 

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

In Your presence there is fullness of joy; 

at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we 

are.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. As His children, may He keep 

you in His grace by the Holy Spirit and grant you a renewed life on earth and finally a triumphant life 

with Him in heaven forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

 

In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up 

and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 

 

O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, 

and you have healed me. 

 

O Lord, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 

you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit. 

 

Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, 

and give thanks to his holy name. 

 

For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. 

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

 

Song of Praise “Blessed Assurance” 
1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 

    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.  

 
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  

 
Refrain 
 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  

 
Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  
Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful    

people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through     

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 



First Reading - Acts 3:11-21 

11While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to 

them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. 12And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: 

“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or 

piety we have made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the 

God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of 

Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked 

for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the 

dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong 

whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in 

the presence of you all. 
17“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18But what God    

foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19Repent     

therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20that times of refreshing may come from 

the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 
21

whom heaven 

must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy 

prophets long ago.” 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  

Christ has risen from the dead. 
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 
 
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
he has put all things under his feet.  
 
 

Epistle Reading - 1 John 3:1-7 

1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we 

are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s 

children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall 

be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself 

as he is pure. 
4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know 

that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 
6
No one who abides in him keeps on 

sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one 

deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse 

Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;  

death no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia.   



Holy Gospel - Luke 24:36-49 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the twenty-fourth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace 

to you!” 37But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And he said to them, 

“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is 

I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And 

when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for 

joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of 

broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before them. 
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that       

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be             

fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is 

written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance 

and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusa-

lem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon 

you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty 

 maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day He rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

 



Song of the Day: “O the Deep Deep Love of Jesus” 
 
Verse 1 

O the deep deep love of Jesus 

Vast unmeasured boundless free 

Rolling as a mighty ocean 

In its fullness over me 

Underneath me all around me 

Is the current of Thy love 

Leading onward leading homeward 

To my glorious rest above 

 

Verse 2 

O the deep deep love of Jesus 

Spread His praise from shore to shore 

How He loveth ever loveth 

Changeth never nevermore 

How He watches o'er His loved ones 

Died to call them all His own 

How for them He intercedeth 

Watcheth o'er them from the throne 

 

Verse 3 

O the deep deep love of Jesus 

Love of every love the best 

'Tis an ocean vast of blessing 

'Tis a haven sweet of rest 

O the deep deep love of Jesus 

'Tis a heaven of heavens to me 

And it lifts me up to glory 

For it lifts me up to Thee 

 

CCLI Song # 137178 

Samuel Trevor Francis | Thomas John Williams 

© Words: Public Domain  

Music: Public Domain  

For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 3185555 

 
Sermon 
  
 
 
 



Prayer of the Church 
(each petition ends) 
 
 Lord, in Your mercy,         hear our prayer. 

 
Offering 
 
Song During Offering: “Blest be the Tie That Binds” 

 

Verse 1 

Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is like to that above 

 

Verse 2 

Before our Father's throne 

We pour our ardent prayers 

Our fears our hopes our aims are one 

Our comforts and our cares 

 

Verse 3 

When we asunder part 

It gives us inward pain 

But we shall still be joined in heart 

And hope to meet again 

CCLI Song # 25369 
Johann Hans Georg Nägeli | John Fawcett 
© Words: Public Domain  
Music: Public Domain  
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 

Lord's Prayer   

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 



Closing Song - “Here I Am Lord” 
 
Verse 1 

I, the Lord of sea and sky 

I have heard my people cry 

All who dwell in deepest sin 

My hand will save 

I, who made the stars of night 

I will make their darkness bright 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Chorus 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart 

 

Verse 2 

I, the Lord of snow and rain 

I have borne my people's pain 

I have wept for love of them 

They turn away 

I will break their hearts of stone 

Give them hearts for love alone 

I will speak my word to them 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Chorus 

 

Verse 3 

I, the Lord of wind and flame 

I will tend the poor and lame 

I will set a feast for them 

My hand will save 

Finest bread I will provide 

'Til their hearts be satisfied 

I will give my life to them 

Whom shall I send? 

Chorus 
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