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Divine Service ~ Setting One 

Welcome and Announcements 

A Time of Greeting 
 

Opening Hymn: LSB #358 “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
 
1 “From heav’n above to earth I come 

To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 

Whereof I now will say and sing: 

2 “To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child of lowly birth 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, 

Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be 

From all your sins to set you free. 

4 “He will on you the gifts bestow 

Prepared by God for all below, 

That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 

You may with us His glory share. 

 15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

 Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

 While angels sing with pious mirth 

 A glad new year to all the earth. 

Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 



Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

his understanding is beyond measure. 

 

But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
 

Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 

Praise your God, O Zion! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  
 

Kyrie  
 
In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
 
 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray 
to the Lord. 

 
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise 
 

Gloria in Excelsis   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light 

may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4-15 
 

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thou-

sand burnt offerings on that altar.  

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 

6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he 

walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have 

kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, 

O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little 

child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you 

have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your servant there-

fore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able 

to govern this your great people?” 

10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, 

and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise 

and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I 

give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, 

all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your fa-

ther David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark 

of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all 

his servants. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



Gradual 

To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

for he has done marvelous things! 

 

Epistle  Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that 

we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 

Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 

riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery 

of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite 

all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 

works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might 

be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salva-

tion, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inher-

itance  until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel  Luke 2:40-52 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve 

years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the 

boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group 

they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 

45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they 



found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all 

who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they 

were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I 

have been searching for you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did 

you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke 

to them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother 

treasured up all these things in her heart. 

52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Hymn of the Day: LSB #389 “Let All Together Praise Our God” 

1   Let all together praise our God 

 Before His glorious throne; 

 Today He opens heav’n again 

 To give us His own Son, 

 To give us His own Son. 

2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 

 Is born an infant small, 

 And in a  manger, poor and lone, 

 Lies in a humble stall, 

 Lies in a humble stall. 

3 Within an earthborn form He hides 

 His all-creating light; 

 To serve us all He humbly cloaks 

 The splendor of His might, 

 The splendor of His might. 

4 He undertakes a great exchange, 

 Puts on our human frame, 

 And in return gives us His realm, 

 His glory, and His name, 

 His glory, and His name. 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

 How great a mystery! 

 How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

 No truer friend than He, 

 No truer friend than He. 

6 He is the key and He the door 

 To blessed paradise; 

 The angel bars the way no more. 

 To God our praises rise, 

 To God our praises rise. 



 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

 Lord Jesus, we adore 

 And praise to God the Father yield 

 And Spirit evermore; 

 We praise You evermore. 
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Sermon:   
 
 

Apostles' Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life +everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 
(each petition after ends) 

 
Lord, in Your mercy,     hear our prayer. 

 

 

Offering 
 

Hymn during Offering: “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 

Verse 1 

Jesus name above all names 

Beautiful Savior glorious Lord 

Emmanuel God is with us 

Blessed Redeemer living Word 



Verse 2 

Jesus loving Shepherd 

Vine of the branches Son of God 

Prince of Peace Wonderful Counselor 

Lord of the universe Light of the world 

 

Verse 3 

Praise him Lord above all lords 

King above all kings God's only Son 

The Prince of Peace who by his Spirit 

Comes to live in us Master and Friend 

CCLI Song # 21291 Naida Hearn © 1974, 1978 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) For use solely with 

the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 3185555 

 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Lord's Prayer  

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Benediction  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and+ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Closing Hymn: LSB #359 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

 

 

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 

    From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming 

    As prophets long have sung, 

It came, a flow’ret bright, 

    Amid the cold of winter, 

When half-spent was the night. 

2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 

    The rose I have in mind; 

With Mary we behold it, 

    The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 

    She bore to us a Savior, 

When half-spent was the night. 

3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender 

    With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 

    The darkness ev’rywhere. 

True man, yet very God, 

    From sin and death He saves us 

And lightens ev’ry load. 

 



4 O Savior, child of Mary, 

    Who felt our human woe; 

O Savior, King of glory, 

    Who dost our weakness know: 

Bring us at length we pray 

    To the bright courts of heaven, 

And to the endless day. 
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