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    Pastor’s Corner 

The Lion of Judah (Revelation 5:5) - The Lamb of God (John 1:29)  

 

 I remember distinctly the bulletin board in my kindergarten classroom for the month of 

March. Across the top boarder it said “In Like A Lion - Out Like A Lamb”. Eventually over the 

month the entire board was filled with golden yellow yarn covered lions and puffy white cotton 

ball covered lambs. 

 Of course “In Like A Lion—Out Like A Lamb” is a an old proverb which seems pretty 

straight forward: when March starts, it’s still winter, and by the end of the month spring has   

begun. In many climates, including ours, the weather hasn’t quite reached the lamb stage by the 

end of the month—it’s more like a surly cat, maybe, or one of those awful territorial honking 

geese. But we get the idea. There is a connection here for us to Scripture though as well,       

especially as the first day of March is also the first Sunday of Lent this year.  

 We read in the Book of Revelation about Jesus being called “The Lion of Judah” and 

then also read in the Gospel of John about Jesus being called “The Lamb of God”  and more 

specifically “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” It seems, at times,         

difficult to see Jesus as both of these titles and tend to focus on only one or the other. During 

the season of Lent though, we should be focusing on not an “either or” but a “both and”. 

 During Lent we are called upon to be reflective, contemplative, and repentant of our   

sinfulness. Jesus began his ministry with that very call: “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is 

at hand.” And in doing so, Jesus, the Lion of Judah, calls all people to repent of their sins, turn 

from their stiff necked ways, and return to God. If we are not willing to do that, and 

acknowledge that we are in need of being saved from ourselves and our sinfulness then we can 

expect nothing more than to be consumed by death and decay. 

 But Jesus also at the end of the Lenten season, specifically on Good Friday, follows the 

will of his Father and gives himself up as the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world, including yours, and including mine. He is the one that dies in our place, and in doing so 

is not consumed by death, but consumes death and destroys it once for all mankind. 

 While we wait for the air to warm, the trees to bud, and the grass to begin to turn green 

once again (hopefully this month) let’s remember that the new life of Spring is also a reminder 

of the new life we have in Christ. 

 

With Great Joy In Christ Jesus, 



 

 
 
 

 

Spring is in the air!  It is a time for putting those winter blues away and re-energizing!!  Hope to see 
that energy carryover to church and the Sunday School hour.  We love it when we have full          
classrooms of children to share God’s word with. 

March 1st – Unit 18, Session 3:  Malachi the Prophet 

March 8th – We will be returning to the CPH (Concordia Publishing House) Growing in Christ        
material 

****Clocks spring forward.  Be sure to set yours so you are on time. 

March 15th -  CPB lesson TBD 

March 22nd –  CPH lesson - TBD 

March 29th – CPH lesson TBD  FREINDSHIP SUNDAY!!  Please bring a friend to church and Sunday 
School and join us in the fellowship hall for pizza after late service. 

 
 

 

Ask your children to share with you each week what they have learned so you can grow together in 
Christ.  Family is where learning begins and are one of the most influential parts of a child’s thought 
process  God will work through you every chance you give Him. 

SNACKS – reminder, if your student would like to bring a snack to share with their class during the 
Sunday School hour they can do that.  Please touch base with your child’s teacher to get the class-
room size and/or coordinate. 

OFFERING – is collected each week at Sunday School from both the children and the adults.  This is 
an opportunity to give an offering back, from what the Lord has provided us with, so his Word and 
Love can be spread to others throughout the world.    

Our Sunday School offering will be going to purchase Bible Sticks for the military to help uplift them 
through the word of our Savior. 

 

Gods Blessings, 

Angie Cooling 

Sunday School Superintendent 

 



STEPP Up 
      STEPP UP times 4:45 pm to 7:00 pm. 
 

March 4th –Tenth Commandment – You 
shall not want what others have 

Theme – I want You to be HAPPY day    

Younger kids activity will be Craft. 

 

March 11th  – Tenth Commandment – You 
shall not want what others have  

Theme – Napping Day – come in 
your favorite pajamas or comfy 
clothes.  

Younger kids will be doing an activity. 

 

March 18th  – NO STEPP UP – SPRING 
BREAK 

See you next week! 

 

March 25th – Reviewing the Top Ten 

Theme – Waffle Day  

Younger kids activity will be Storytelling. 

 

Youth News and Upcoming Events 

March 2020 Calendar 

March 1 - 6:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.  

March 8 - 6:30 - 8:45 p.m. 

March 15 - Spring Break 

March 22 - Spring Break 

March 29 - 6:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 

Laser Tag at 

Sunday April 26, 2020 - 2:00 p.m. 

We’ll be heading to Dragon’s Lair for our next     

outing in APRIL. Permission slips, Dragon’s Lair 

waivers, and payments for $23.00 per person are   

required for each participant no later than APRIL 

1, 2020. Please contact Pastor Brown if you have    

questions. We have not scheduled an event in 

March due to Spring Break and the higher cost for 

this event. Payments may be made to Concordia          

Lutheran Church by check or cash. 

 

We are planning to meet at Dragon’s Lair at        

1:30 p.m. for the 2:00 p.m. session. Safety training, 

rule explanation, and game play takes approximate-

ly 1 hour and 30 minutes. We anticipate being 

ready for parent pick up around 3:30-3:45 p.m. 

The address for Dragon’s Lair is: 

Weekly Family         

Devotions 

Have you been searching for a way to incorporate daily 

and weekly devotions into your family’s faith life? Well 

there is a great way to do that! It’s the Iowa District 

East “Bring It Home” program. You can sign up for the    

weekly e-mail with the lessons and questions and find a 

link to purchase the materials that are just right for your 

family. Get more information at lcmside.org/



CANDY  

DONATIONS 

NEEDED!!! 
 

WANTED— individually wrapped candy to fill  

Easter Eggs for our Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt 

on Saturday, April 4th.  Please drop off your candy 

donations in the tote outside the church office.   

We are collecting candy,  now—March 3rd.   

  

APRIL 
 April 4th—Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt 

 April 8th— “Christ in the Passover” 

 April 12—Easter Sunday  

& Easter Breakfast 

  

Sunday 

    

    

Please join us on Sunday, March 29th 

Share Jesus’ love and invite a friend or neighbor to 
come to church & Sunday School with you.  We will 
have a pizza lunch after the 10:30 service.  Be sure to 
sign up so we will be sure to have plenty of pizza! 

“The Sermon On the Mount” 

A Lenten Sermon Series 

Wednesdays at 11:00 am and 7:15 pm 

 

“Salt and Light” March 4th 

“Prayer and Fasting” March 11th 

“Do Not Worry” March 18th 

“Judge Not” March 25th 

“Build on Rock” April 1st 

Volunteers Needed for the  

Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt 

We are asking for help to stuff Easter Eggs on Sunday, March 

15th after the 10:30 am service.  Come and  join the fun as we 

fill 10,000 eggs with candy & prizes.  THERE WILL BE PIZZA!!! 

Please sign up if you plan to help.  Sign up sheets are on the  

bulletin board in the narthex.  The more the merrier! 

ALSO, we will need volunteers ON THE DAY of the Easter Egg 

Hunt (Saturday, April 4th.)  Please see the sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board for specific ways you can help with this fun 

event!  Thanks for your support!   

 

Save the Date! 
Christ in the  

Passover 

Wednesday, April 8th 

7:15 pm 

Presented by  
Zachary Stafford of  

Jews for Jesus 

Watch for more  
information to come! 

Attention Eligible Thrivent    

Financial members—you  

have until March 31, 2020 to 

direct any remaining 2019 

Choice     Dollars.   



 

As I sit here and write this article, I am in the     
middle of parent teacher conferences with each of 
our friends who are age eligible for Kindergarten 
next year.  This is a time to answer any questions 
that our families may have about the transition     
process and also a time for us to brag on how       
awesome we think their kiddos are.  We have the    
opportunity to share all the growth that we have 

seen during their time in our classrooms and thank their families for     
choosing Share and Care for their preschool experience.   

As we thank our families who are moving out of our program, we are     
thankful to have the opportunity to share our program with new families   
eager to begin their Share and Care experiences.  We have just one opening 
left in our 5 day program (Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program) and a 
few more left in our 3 day and 2 day programs.  We would love to welcome 
many new families to our preschool in the 2020-2021 school year.  Please 
encourage anyone you know who may be looking for a Christian preschool 
program, to contact me.  E-mail usually is the easiest 
(shareandcarepreschool@gmail.com).   

 

We thank you for the opportunity to partner with you in this ministry of 
Christian preschool.  I could not be more thankful for getting to do what I 
do.  Each day is full of challenges and I for sure have thought outside the 
box more than I’ve thought in the box over my teaching career, but I      
absolutely cannot think of doing anything else.  I absolutely LOVE preschool.   

With great gladness, 

 

Sarah Hoffman 

mailto:shareandcarepreschool@gmail.com


March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month 

You’ve been feeling great and are taking care of yourself; exercising, eating your fruits 

and veggies,  getting plenty of whole grains, keeping your weight under control, seeing 

your doctor at regular intervals, keeping track of your blood pressure and cholesterol. Life 

is good and you will live a long, healthy life! Good for you! 

Has your family doctor discussed your colon health with you? If you are 50 years of age 

or older and been told you need to have a colonoscopy, but just don’t want to go through 

all the preparation and then…you know…have them look at your “you know what?” Well 

listen up!! Colon cancer is the second leading cancer killer in America in both men and women. The good news is 

that colon cancer is preventable, treatable and curable. Colonoscopy can prevent colon cancer and even save your 

life. It can find  pre-cancerous colon polyps early AND remove them before they become a cancer. 

Colon polyps are growths that occur in the colon. We don’t know what causes them, but we do know that all colon 

cancers are caused by polyps. We also know that there are 2 types of polyps; the hyperplastic type that typically 

don’t grow or change, and the then there is the pre-cancerous type known as an adenoma. Unfortunately with the 

naked eye through the scope, the gastroenterologist (GI specialists-scoping doctor), cannot tell the difference. So, he 

will remove the polyp, and send it to the lab for analysis. The lab determines which type it is and then sends the    

results to your doctor. He in turn will  determine the timing of your next colonoscopy based on the lab results, size, 

location, number of polyps and your family  history. 

People with a personal history of polyps, colorectal  cancer, inflammatory bowel disease (Crohn’s disease, ulcerative 

colitis), or a family history of colon cancer or  polyps are at a higher risk and need to start testing before age 50. 

These people may need to have testing done more often as well. A family history of breast, ovarian or uterine cancer 

can also put you at a higher risk. African Americans also have a higher risk for colon cancer. Men and women are at 

equal risk, and your risk increases with age. 

There is no way for you to know if you have colon  polyps, and  often there are no symptoms with the early stages of 

colon cancer. Some symptoms could be: 

• Rectal bleeding 

• Abdominal pain/cramping 

• Unexplained weight loss 

• A change in bowel habits 

• Feeling tired and run down 

If  you  have any of  these  symptoms,  please  see  your  doctor  to discuss them.| 

 

To lower your risk, know your family history! Find out if your  parents or siblings have had colon cancer or  colon 

polyps. Exercise at least 30 minutes a day at 3-4 days a week. Eat at least 5-6 servings of fruit and vegetables and 

whole grain cereals and breads EVERY day.  Avoid  tobacco, and drink alcohol in  moderation (if you drink at all). 

Maintain a healthy weight. Luckily,  colonoscopy is more comfortable than ever and is  now covered by Medicare and 

most insurers. 

 March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness month! Be aware! If you have questions or concerns, 

feel free to talk to talk to Terri or have that talk with your doctor. You could save your own life! 

 



FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT     (1 March 2020) 

Genesis 3:1–21     Romans 5:12–19     Matthew 4:1–11 

The Lord Jesus Christ Is Our Champion against Satan 

Following His Baptism, Jesus is “led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the         
devil” (Matt. 4:1). As He takes upon Himself the curse of our sin and sets Himself against our enemy, 
He trusts His Father’s voice and waits upon His Father’s hand for all things. The devil questions His 
sonship, but the beloved and well-pleasing Son remains faithful and lives “by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). Jesus patiently suffers hunger in His mortal flesh and returns to 
the dust whence man was taken, and by His pain He brings forth food for all the children of men 
(Gen. 3:18–19). By the sweat of His brow, we eat the fruit of His cross, even as our nakedness is    
covered by His righteousness. Although all people live in bondage to death through the trespass of 
the first man, Adam, all the more “have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one 
man Jesus Christ abounded for many” (Rom. 5:15). His righteous obedience “leads to justification 
and life for all men” (Rom. 5:18). 
 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT     (8 March 2020) 

Genesis 12:1–9     Romans 4:1–8, 13–17     John 3:1–17 

The Word of the Gospel Opens the Eyes of Faith and Fixes Them on Christ Jesus 

The Lord called Abram (Abraham) to leave his home and go to a land that God would show him. He 
also promised to make of Abram “a great nation,” to bless him and make his name great as a     
blessing to “all the families of the earth” (Gen. 12:2–3). “Abram went, as the Lord had told 
him” (Gen. 12:4), and in Canaan “he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the 
Lord” (Gen. 12:8). He “believed God, and it was counted to him as   righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). Here 
the grace of God is manifested, that He “justifies the ungodly” (Rom. 4:5), not by works of the Law, 
but through faith in His promises. He removes all of our sins and lawless deeds through Jesus Christ, 
the offspring of Abraham in whom all the Lord’s promises are realized. This forgiveness of sins is the 
Word of the Gospel, the voice of the Holy Spirit, which “gives life to the dead” (Rom. 4:17). It opens 
the eyes of faith to       behold Christ Jesus, the Son of Man lifted up on the cross, “that whoever    
believes in him may have eternal life” (John 3:14–15). 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT     (15 March 2020) 

Exodus 17:1–7     Romans 5:1–8     John 4:5–26 (27–30, 39–42) 

We Worship the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Spirit and Truth of His Gospel 

Though the Lord had brought them out of Egypt, “all the congregation of the people of Israel”  

https://www.lcms.org/worship/lectionary-summaries?srctid=1&erid=15088892&trid=19ebe9a3-f1a4-49cb-aa35-c6114a9df798


grumbled against Him because “there was no water for the people to drink” (Ex. 17:1). Despite their 
quarreling, the Lord graciously provided for them. He did not strike the people for their sins, but by 
the hand of Moses He struck the rock instead and brought forth water for the people. In the same 
way, living water flows from the pierced side of Christ at “about the sixth hour” (John 4:6; 19:14), 
when He is lifted up on the cross for the sins of the world. He is “the gift of God” (John 4:10), the 
well from which the Holy Spirit is poured out and becomes in His people “a spring of water welling 
up to eternal life” (John 4:14). By this grace in which we stand, being at peace with God through our 
Lord  Jesus Christ, we “worship the Father in spirit and truth” (John 4:23). “We rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God” because “God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us” (Rom. 5:2, 5). 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT     (22 March 2020) 

Isaiah 42:14–21     Ephesians 5:8–14     John 9:1–41 or John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39 

By His Word of the Gospel, Jesus Calls Us Out of the Darkness into His Marvelous Light 

The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His people, yet in mercy He does not forsake them. 
He restrains His anger and keeps His peace, until He opens their ears and eyes to hear and see Him. 
“For his righteousness’ sake,” He magnifies His Word and makes it glorious in the coming of Christ 
Jesus (Is. 42:21). Jesus turns “the darkness before them into light” (Is. 42:16) because He is “the 
light of the world” (John 9:5). The incarnate Son of God does the works of His Father and displays 
the divine glory in His own flesh “while it is day,” until that night “when no one can work” (John 
9:4). By the washing of water with His Word, He opens the eyes of the blind and grants rest to the   
weary. Therefore, though “at one time you were darkness,” now “you are light in the Lord” (Eph. 
5:8). By our Baptism into Christ, we live in the eternal day of His resurrection, wherein He shines  
upon us. As often as we fall back into the darkness of sin, He calls us by the Gospel to “awake, O 
sleeper, and arise from the dead” (Eph. 5:14). 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT      (29 March 2020) 

Ezekiel 37:1–14     Romans 8:1–11     John 11:1–45 (46–53) or John 11:17–27, 38–53 
 

Jesus Christ Is the Resurrection and the Life 
 

The illness and death of Lazarus happened “that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (John 
11:4). Jesus’     miracle of raising Lazarus prompted His arrest and crucifixion, whereby He would die 
“for the nation” and gather “into one the children of God who are scattered abroad” (John 11:51–
52). As He called Lazarus from the tomb and commanded others to “unbind him, and let him 
go” (John 11:44), Jesus also calls us and releases us from the  bondage of sin and death. We would 
not “submit to God’s law,” nor could we “please God” (Rom. 8:7–8), but “he condemned sin” in His 
own flesh so “that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us” (Rom. 8:3–4). Now 
through the Gospel, “the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells” in us (Rom. 8:11). His 
Word breathes His Spirit into our mortal flesh, animating us with His own life. As His ministers 
preach according to His  divine command, the Lord Jesus calls us from the grave into the good land 
that He gives us (Ezek. 37:12, 14). 
 

 



Celebrating Birthdays this month… 

2. Charlene Parks 

4. Tessa Timmerman 

5. Todd Minor 

7. Shari Wendel 

9. Reegan Cutter 

10.Chris Scheck, Amanda Sir, Sherry Sir 

13.Bart Seltrecht 

14.Berkley Bramsen 

15.Ameillia Meister 

16.Mackenzie Blaha 

17.Austin Snyder 

18.Ryland Cooling 

20.Elwood Garlock, Nicholas Schmitz 

21.Becky Hass, Harold Hopp 

22.Tate Poppe 

24.Lois Feickert 

25.Rachel Plein 

26.Gary Crow 

27.Lori Blaha 

28.Jacob Marz 

30.Bob Hull 

31.Christine Bekebrede 
 

Celebrating Anniversaries this month... 

3. John & Diane Hohnstein 

18.Dwight & Krista Oehlerich 

24.Bill & Peggy Blaylock 

25.Grant & Nicole Schultz 


