
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May 16, 2021 
 

Concordia Lutheran Church 
4210 Johnson Ave. NW 

Cedar Rapids, IA  52405 
 

                                                   319.396.9035  



Contemporary Service - Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Song - “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 

 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
 
Open the eyes of my heart 
 
I want to see You 
 
I want to see You 
 
 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
 
Open the eyes of my heart 
 
I want to see You 
 
I want to see You 
 
 
Verse 
 
To see You high and lifted up 
 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
 
Pour out Your power and love 
 
As we sing holy holy holy 
 
Holy holy holy 
 
Holy holy holy 
 
Holy holy holy 
 
I want to see You 
 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
 
Open the eyes of my heart 
 
I want to see You 

 
I want to see You 
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Invocation and Opening Sentences 
 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

let my cry come to You! 
 

Do not hide Your face from me in the day of my distress! 

Incline Your ear to me; answer me speedily in the day when I call! 
 

O God, save me, by Your name, and vindicate me by Your might. 

O God, hear my prayer; give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 

The Lord has heard my plea; 

the Lord accepts my prayer. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Let us humble ourselves before God and confess our sins to Him, praying for His gracious  

forgiveness. 
 

O Lord God Almighty, we confess that we are sinful human beings by nature and by deed. We 

have not always put You first. We have used Your holy name in ways that do not honor You 

and have not been constant in prayer and devotion. We have not always been thoughtful     

caretakers of Your creation and have not shared its bounty with others at all times. We have 

not kept our thoughts, words, and deeds fully pure and honorable. We have sinned in ways we 

know and in ways we do not even recognize. We have coveted that which is not rightfully ours 

and have not put the best construction on all things and on all people. Have mercy on us, O 

Lord. Forgive us all our sins, and finally by Your grace bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 

be gracious to me and answer me! 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 

 

One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of 

the Lord and to inquire in his temple. 

 

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 

 

For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 

but the Lord will take me in. 

 

Wait for the Lord; 

be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 

be gracious to me and answer me!  

 

Song of Praise - “Better is One Day” 
 

Verse 1 

How lovely is Your dwelling place 

O Lord almighty 

For my soul longs and even faints for You 

For here my heart is satisfied 

Within Your presence 

I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings 

 

Chorus 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Better is one day in Your house 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Than thousands elsewhere 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Better is one day in Your house 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Than thousands elsewhere 

Than thousands elsewhere 

 

Verse 2 

One thing I ask and I would seek 

To see Your beauty 

To find You in the place 

Your glory dwells 

One thing I ask and I would seek 

To see Your beauty 

To find You in the place 

Your glory dwells 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Better is one day in Your house 

Better is one day in Your courts 

Than thousands elsewhere 

(Repeat) 

 



Bridge 

 

My heart and flesh cry out 

For You the living God 

Your Spirit's water to my soul 

I've tasted and I've seen 

Come once again to me 

I will draw near to You 

I will draw near to You to You 

 

Better is one day better is one day 

Better is one day than thousands elsewhere 

Better is one day better is one day 

Better is one day than thousands elsewhere 

 

Repeat Chorus 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  
Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without           

consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign 

with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

First Reading - Acts 1:12-26 

12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where 

they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All these 

with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, and his brothers. 
15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and 

said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth 

of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was num-

bered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field with the 

reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed 

out. 19And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own 

language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 



“‘Let another take his office.’ 
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 

among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 

these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph 

called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, 

who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this 

ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots 

for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual  

Christ has risen from the dead. 
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 
 
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
he has put all things under his feet.  

 
Epistle Reading - 1 John 5:9-15 

9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God 

that he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in  

himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the     

testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony, that God gave us    

eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son 

of God does not have life. 
13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you 

have eternal life. 14And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything         

according to his will he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that 

we have the requests that we have asked of him.  

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse 

Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;  

death no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia.   

 

Holy Gospel - John 17:11b-19 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the seventeenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, 

even as we are one. 12While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I 

have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the      

Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that 

they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated 



them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15I do not ask that you take them 

out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am not 

of the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, so I have 

sent them into the world. 19And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in 

truth.”  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty 

 maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day He rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 
Song of the Day -  “Knowing You” 
 
Verse 1 

All I once held dear built my life upon 

All this world reveres and wars to own 

All I once thought gain I have counted loss 

Spent and worthless now compared to this 

 

Chorus 

Knowing You Jesus knowing You 

There is no greater thing 

You're my all You're the best 

You're my joy my righteousness 

And I love You Lord  



Verse 2 

Now my heart's desire is to know You more 

To be found in You and known as Yours 

To possess by faith what I could not earn 

All surpassing gift of righteousness 
 

Chorus 

 

Verse 3 

Oh to know the pow'r of Your risen life 

And to know You in Your sufferings 

To become like You in Your death my Lord 

So with You to live and never die 

 
Chorus 
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Sermon 
  
 

Prayer of the Church 
(each petition ends) 
 
 Lord, in Your mercy,         hear our prayer. 

 

Offering 
 
Song During Offering - “Lord I Lift Your Name on High” 

Verse 

Lord I lift Your name on high 

Lord I love to sing Your praises 

I'm so glad You're in my life 

I'm so glad You came to save us 

 

Chorus 

You came from heaven to earth 

To show the way 

From the earth to the cross 

My debt to pay 

From the cross to the grave 

From the grave to the sky 

Lord I lift Your name on high 

 

Repeat 
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Lord's Prayer   

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen. 
 

Closing Song - “The Blessing” 

The Lord bless you 

And keep you 

Make his face shine upon you 

And be gracious to you 

The Lord turn his 

Face toward you 

And give you peace 

(Repeat) 

 

Amen, Amen 

Amen, Amen 

Amen. Amen 

The Lord bless you 

And keep you 

Make his face shine upon you 

And be gracious to you 

The Lord turn his 

Face toward you 

And give you peace 

Amen, Amen 

Amen, Amen 

Amen. Amen 

Amen 
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